Useful words and phrases

The Vietnamese language is a very difficult one to learn. Being a tonal language, with
regional variations, itis nigh on impossible for a short-term traveller to get their mouth
and tongue around some of the pronunciations (so it is very easy to say something
impolite or inappropriate).

The Vietnamese language is derived from the Chinese, though the two languages are
now poles apart. It has 6 tones, which means that a word can be said 6 ways and has 6
different meanings! There are also regional variations, (to confuse matters further), so
what you learn as polite in Saigon may be quite the opposite in Hanoi.

In the 17th century Alexander de Rhodes (scholar and missionary) introduced the
Romanised script which was used by the ‘educated’ elite.

It was not until 1954 (when Uncle Ho governed North Vietnam) that this Romanised
script became the official written script for all the Vietnamese.

Today, English is the most popular second language in Vietnam, so there is bound to be
someone around who can help you. Some people also speak French, while others
speak Russian, but these are becoming less common.

Having said how difficult it is to learn Viethamese, don't be put off, have a go, but also
be prepared to receive a few laughs at your attempts. Below is a list of often used or
useful words and phrases. Pronunciations can vary significantly within Vietnam,
especially northern vs. southern. Please find below are some useful words and phrases.

(English - Viethamese - phonetic pronuniation)

. Hello! - Xin chao! (seen chow!)

. Goodbye - Chao (chow!)

. How are you? - Ban c6 khde khdng? (ban co kwe khome?)

. I'm fine, thank you! — Cam on ban t6i khée (gahm un ban thoy kwe)
And you? — Ban thi sao? (ban ty sao?)

What's your name? — Ban tén gi? (ban thane zee)

. My name is... — Toi tén la... (thoy thane la...)

. Thank you — Cam on (gahm un)

. You're welcome - Khéng c6 gi (khom go zee)

. Yes - Vang (vung)

. No - Khéng (khome)

. Excuse me... - Xinl6i (seen loy)

13. Can you help me? — Ban giup t6i dwgc khéng? (ban zoop thoy duc khom?)
14. I'd like to eat - T6i mudn an (thoy moowan un)

15. I'd like to drink - Téi muén udng (thoy moowan oowanh)

16. Good — Tét (thote)
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17.
18.
19.
20.
21.

Bad - Khong tét (khome thote)

What is this? - Cainay la gi (Quy nai la zee)

How much - Bao nhiéu (bow nyew)

Too expensive — Mac qua (mahk qwa)

Where is the nearest internet shop? — Ché internet gan nhat & dau? (choh internet

kan hnuck uh doh)

22.
doh)
23.
24,
25.
26.
27.
28.
29.
30.
31.
32.
33.
34,
35.

Where is the nearest bank? - Nha bang gan nhat & dau? (nya bung kan hnuck uh

Hotel - Khach San (khack san)

Hot - Nong (nom)

Cold — Lanh (lang)

Coffee - Caphé (cah feh)

Hot black coffee - Ca phé nong (cah feh nom)

Hot Coffee with milk - Ca phé sira néng (cah feh sua nom)
Iced Coffee with milk - Ca phé sira dac (ah feh sua dahk)
Tea - Tra (chah)

You're beautiful - C6 dep qua (coh dep gqwah)

| like - Toi thich (thoy tick)

| love you - Anh yéu em (ang eu-oh em)

| am happy - Toi wi (thoy vuoy)

| am tired - Toi mét (thoy mate)

We hope this is useful to you, and remember: it changes from area to area and it is
okay to make mistakes.



